j^                         Eighteenth-Century England
Deptford in the east Defoe's London extended to Lambeth in
the west, at a point roughly opposite the point north of the
river from which we set out. But on the south side our surveyor
would have found, for most of the way, only a thin strip of
built-up land along the riverside, with only one considerable
stretch of building away 10 the south, in the area of Southwark
to the south of London Bridge. For London Bridge remained,
until the opening of old Westminster Bridge in 1750, the only
dry way across the river. Elsewhere the Londoner whose
business took him across the Thames had to go by ferry or
wherry: and this fact mainly dictated the geography of South
London up to 1750. Southwark itself, served by the bridge,
spread away already a good distance to the south. Apart from
this projection the line of buildings was thickest at Rother-
hithe, or Redriff, and Bermondsey, which were already con-
siderable places, whereas, west of the Borough, the districts of
Newington and Lambeth were still thinly peopled. London
was experiencing its first *4 ribbon-development" along the
Kent and Croydon Roads past St. George's Church in
Southwark.
Such was the London of 1746; and in some directions there
were serious obstacles to its further growth. The land left
open to the east was largely low-lying marsh, then regarded as
undrainable and uninhabitable, though much of it is now
filled up with the habitations of the poor. In other directions
the natural obstacles to growth were much less formidable; and
outside Defoe's London a good deal of the hilly country in
Middlesex and Surrey was already being dotted with the
country villas of prosperous London traders. It is a broadly
accurate generalization that, as London has grown, the richer
people have moved out first, occupying the higher ground,
whereas the low-lying lands have been filled up later by the
smaller houses and cottages of the less prosperous folk. Round
London, at any rate, the rich live high, and the poor low; and
this was beginning to be true a good deal earlier than two
centuries ago.
So much for London's limits: now for what it was like. Our
account of it had best begin with the river; for important as
London was, and is, in the field of manufacture, it is of still